CLAIMS 

We claim: 

[d] 1. A method for providing a voucher in a coin discriminator having a 

discriminator printer, with the voucher configured to assist in distinguishing 
unauthorized duplicate or counterfeit vouchers, the method comprising: 

using the discriminator printer to print, on a substrate, at least a first indicia 
containing an indication of a value of the voucher; 

providing a plurality of perforations in the substrate to define a first curved 
pattern of perforations; and 

providing the substrate with a thermally responsive second indicia. 

[c2] 2. The method of claim 1 wherein providing the substrate with a 

thermally responsive second indicia includes providing the substrate with thermo- 
chromic ink. 

[c3] 3. The method of claim 1 wherein providing the substrate with a 

thermally responsive second indicia includes providing the substrate with a 
thermally responsive second indicia that has an activation temperature of at least 
75 degrees Fahrenheit. 

[c4] 4. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of coins in the coin discriminator; and 
counting the coins to obtain the value thereof. 
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[c5] 5. The method of claim 1 wherein providing the substrate includes 

providing thermal paper. 

tc6] 6. The method of claim 1 further comprising placing a third indicia on 

the substrate, the third indicia being at least partially obscured by the thermally 
responsive second indicia. 

[c7] 7. The method of claim 1 wherein using the discriminator printer to print 

includes printing the first indicia at an angle of approximately 90 degrees relative 
to the thermally responsive second indicia. 

[c8] 8. A voucher configured to assist in distinguishing unauthorized 

duplicate or counterfeit vouchers, the voucher comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first indicia on the substrate; and 

a thermally responsive second indicia on the substrate, at least one of the 
first indicia and second indicia indicating a value of the voucher. 



[c9] 9. The voucher of claim 8 wherein the thermally responsive second 

indicia includes thermo-chromic ink. 

[do] 10. The voucher of claim 8 wherein the thermally responsive second 

indicia has an activation temperature of at least 75 degrees Fahrenheit. 

[en] 11. The voucher of claim 8, further comprising a third indicia on the 



substrate, the third indicia being at least partially obscured by the thermally 
responsive second indicia. 
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[d2] 12. The voucher of claim 8 further comprising a substantially non-visible 

mark on the substrate, wherein rubbing adjacent to the mark with an object will 
render the mark visible. 

[d3] 13. A method in a coin-counting machine for providing a voucher 

configured to assist in distinguishing unauthorized duplicate or counterfeit 

vouchers, the method comprising: 

providing a substrate with a thermally responsive first indicia; and 

printing on the substrate at the coin-counting machine at least a second 

indicia, the second indicia containing at least an indication of a value of the 

voucher. 

[d4] 14. The method of claim 13 wherein providing a substrate with a 

thermally responsive first indicia includes providing a substrate with thermo- 
chromic ink. 

[ci5] 15. The method of claim 13 wherein providing a substrate with a 

thermally responsive first indicia includes providing a substrate with a thermally 
responsive indicia that has an activation temperature of at least 75 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

[ci6] 1 6. The method of claim 1 3 further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of coins in the coin-counting machine; 

counting the received coins to obtain a total value; and 

printing on the substrate the value of the voucher relating to the total value. 

[ci7] 17. The method of claim 13 wherein providing a substrate includes 

providing thermal paper. 
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[d8] 18. The method of claim 13 further comprising placing a third indicia on 

the substrate, the third indicia being at least partially obscured by the thermally 
responsive first indicia. 

[d9] 19. The method of claim 13 wherein printing on the substrate at least a 

second indicia includes printing the second indicia at an angle of between 70 and 
110 degrees relative to the first indicia. 

[c20] 20. The method of claim 19 wherein printing the second indicia at an 

angle includes printing the second indicia at an angle of approximately 90 
degrees. 

[c2i] 21. The method of claim 13 wherein providing a substrate with a 

thermally responsive first indicia includes providing a substrate with a thermally 
responsive first indicia having a responsiveness of 2-10 seconds. 

[c22] 22. A voucher configured to assist in distinguishing unauthorized 

duplicate or counterfeit vouchers, the voucher comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first indicia on the substrate, the first indicia indicating a value of the 
voucher; 

a thermally responsive second indicia on the substrate, the second indicia 
being responsive at a temperature between 75 and 98 degrees Fahrenheit; 
a plurality of perforations in the substrate defining a pattern; and 
a substantially non-visible third indicia on the substrate, wherein rubbing 
adjacent to the third indicia with an object will render it visible. 

[c23] 23. The voucher of claim 22 wherein the thermally responsive second 

indicia includes thermo-chromic ink. 
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[c24] 24. The voucher of claim 22 wherein the substrate includes thermal 

paper. 

[c25] 25. A voucher configured to assist in distinguishing unauthorized 

duplicate or counterfeit vouchers, the voucher comprising: 

a substrate including at least a thermally responsive substrate portion, the 
thermally responsive substrate portion having a first visual appearance at a first 
temperature and a second visual appearance at a second temperature; and 

an indicia on the substrate. 

[c26] 26. The voucher of claim 25 wherein the first visual appearance of the 

thermally responsive substrate portion is lighter than the second visual 
appearance of the thermally responsive substrate portion, and wherein the second 
temperature is higher than the first temperature. 

[c27] 27. The voucher of claim 25 wherein the first visual appearance of the 

thermally responsive substrate portion is darker than the second visual 
appearance of the thermally responsive substrate portion, and wherein the second 
temperature is higher than the first temperature. 

[c28] 28. The voucher of claim 25 wherein the indicia is positioned adjacent to 

the thermally responsive substrate portion. 

[c29] 29. A voucher configured to assist in distinguishing unauthorized 

duplicate or counterfeit vouchers, the voucher comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first indicia on the substrate; and 

a second indicia on the substrate, the second indicia having a first visual 
appearance at a first temperature and a second visual appearance at a second 
temperature, wherein one of the first visual appearance or the second visual 
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appearance is a visible appearance and the other visual appearance is a non- 
visible appearance. 

[c30] 30. An article of manufacture configured to assist in distinguishing 

unauthorized duplicate or counterfeit articles, the article comprising: 

a flexible and elongate substrate usable in connection with a coin-counting 
machine and configured to receive a first indicia from a printer operatively 
connected to the coin-counting machine; and 

a thermally responsive second indicia on the substrate. 

[c3i] 31 . The article of claim 30, wherein the coin-counting machine is usable 

to provide a total value related to a plurality of randomly received coins, and 
wherein the first indicia is a value related to the total value. 

[c32] 32. An apparatus for use in counting coins, comprising: 

a coin discriminator usable to provide a total value related to a plurality of 

randomly received coins; 
a printer operatively connected to the coin discriminator; and 
a substrate having a first indicia and being configured to receive a second 
indicia, the second indicia being printed by the printer and indicating a value 
related to the total value, at least one of the first or second indicia being thermally 
responsive. 

[c33] 33. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

includes thermo-chromic ink. 

[c34] 34. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

and has an activation temperature of at least 75 degrees Fahrenheit. 
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[c35] 35. The apparatus of claim 32 further comprising a third indicia on the 

substrate, the third indicia being at least partially obscured by the thermally 
responsive indicia. 

[c36] 36. The apparatus of claim 32 further comprising a substantially non- 

visible mark on the substrate, wherein rubbing adjacent to the mark with an object 
renders the mark visible. 

[c37] 37. An apparatus for use in counting coins, comprising: 

a coin discriminator usable to provide a total value related to a plurality of 

randomly received coins; 
a printer operatively connected to the coin discriminator; and 
a substrate configured to receive thermally responsive indicia, the thermally 
responsive indicia being printed by the printer on the substrate. 

[c38] 38. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

includes thermo-chromic ink. 

[c39] 39. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

and has an activation temperature of at least 75 degrees Fahrenheit. 

[c40] 40. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

is a first indicia and wherein the substrate further includes a second indicia, the 
second indicia being at least partially obscured by the thermally responsive 
indicia. 

[c4i] 41 . The apparatus of claim 37 further comprising a substantially non- 

visible mark on the substrate, wherein rubbing adjacent to the mark with an object 
renders the mark visible. 
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[c42] 42. An apparatus for use in counting coins, comprising: 

a coin discriminator usable to provide a total value related to a plurality of 

randomly received coins; 
a printer operatively connected to the coin discriminator; and 
a substrate having thermally responsive indicia, the substrate configured to 
be dispensed from the apparatus in response to a user input. 

[o43] 43. The apparatus of claim 42 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

includes thermo-chromic ink. 

[c44] 44. The apparatus of claim 42 wherein the thermally responsive indicia 

is a first indicia, and wherein the substrate is configured to receive a second 
indicia, the second indicia being printed on the substrate by the printer, the 
second indicia including a value related to the total value. 
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